	[image: MSCE Logo]



	 [image: Facebook Icon][image: @masonsocent]
The First 150
[image: Route 150 Sign]Friends: It’s been about 150 days since we launched the Mason Center for Social Entrepreneurship, a partnership between George Mason University and the Phoenix Project, an independent nonprofit with a six-year record of leadership in the field. So far, so great! We’re focused laser-like on our mission to prepare the world’s next generation of social entrepreneurs to conquer society’s most pressing challenges. And as you’ll read below, our expanded twelve-member team, encouraged and supported so generously by folks like you, has hit the ground running. Know that if you are reading this, there is a role for you in advancing this vital work—please be in touch. 
Warmest regards, 
[image: Signature]
Greg Werkheiser, Managing Director
Register Today: 4th Accelerating Social Entrepreneurship Conference
Mario Morino to keynote conference on November 10, 2011 at George Mason University's Arlington campus

[image: Mario Morino]Mark your calendars for the 4th ASE Conference, Accelerating Social Entrepreneurship in the Age of Austerity. This year’s theme addresses how governments, nonprofits, universities and private businesses are applying innovative, sustainable and scalable solutions to the world's greatest challenges in an age of limited resources.

We’re excited to announce that Mario Morino will keynote this year’s conference. Morino is co-founder and chairman of Venture Philanthropy Partners, and his career spans more than 45 years as entrepreneur, technologist, and civic leader. He founded the Morino Institute in 1994 to stimulate innovation and entrepreneurship, advance a more effective philanthropy, close social divides, and understand the relationship and impact of the Internet on society. His new book, Leap of Reason, is quickly becoming a must-read for innovators in the nonprofit space and their advisors. 

The Accelerating Social Entrepreneurship conference series brings together hundreds of leaders from the nonprofit, government and private sectors and from universities to collaborate and learn together. Past speakers have included Virginia Governors Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, CNN commentator and former presidential advisor David Gergen, former Chair of the Corporation for National and Community Service Stephen Goldsmith, Ashoka President Diana Wells and many more. 

Learn more and register today at our conference website.

For sponsorship information, contact Michael Youngblood (michael@masoninnovation.org).
6th Class of Future Social Entrepreneurs Graduates 
Robert Egger Keynotes Commencement
On July 31st, the 6th class of future social entrepreneurs graduated from the Social Innovation Program (SIP). Robert Egger, founder of the D.C. Central Kitchen, keynoted the graduation ceremony held at Mason’s Fairfax campus and encouraged students to cross the traditional divisions between social and private sectors to solve our great socioeconomic, environmental, health and education challenges.
[image: SIP 11 students]
The Social Innovation Program is among the nation’s premier models for identifying, educating and engaging our next generation of social entrepreneurs. Over six intensive weeks, the program equips top undergraduate and graduate students drawn from a national applicant pool with the knowledge, skills, relationships and courage to formulate sustainable and scalable solutions to our most pressing social challenges.  Twenty-five leading entrepreneurs and scholars led workshops on critical topics before students, working in teams supervised by practitioners, performed 5,000 hours of pro bono consulting work for 18 community organizations in Northern Virginia and Washington, D.C. 

This year the program relocated with great success to Fairfax, VA from its previous home in Petersburg, VA (for more information about ongoing work in Petersburg, see Managing Director Greg Werkheiser's interview).  Students and community partners rated this year’s program the most effective and impactful yet.  Stay tuned for full details in the 2011 Program Report to be released this fall.  
Mason SocEnt Spotlight
Animesh Chowdhury (MBA '12)
[image: Animesh Chowdhury]An immigrant from India, Animesh Chowdhury worried about the dwindling support networks for his aging parents living back home. Many such seniors fall prey to depression and an inability to care for themselves. So Animesh founded Parental Care India. Now children in the U.S. of seniors in India can arrange for regular home visits by concerned caregivers who will help see to their basic needs and help them use video chats and other web-based tools to socialize and to consult volunteer physicians. He is simultaneously helping to sustain the quality of life of members of his parents’ generation while providing sustainable employment to caregivers. 

Each issue, we are pleased to shine a spotlight on outstanding Mason student and alumni social entrepreneurs.
Social Venture Consulting 
Mason Center for Social Entrepreneurship announces partnership with GMU student group
[image: Rachel Bruns, Exec. Director SVC]The Mason Center has partnered with Social Venture Consulting, a student founded and led consulting team. SVC was formed in 2009 to provide pro bono consulting services in the areas of nonprofit management and strategy to small and medium-sized organizations in the greater Washington, D.C. area. Student teams real-world test their passion for social entrepreneurship by working with community partners who apply for assistance in developing high-quality products like business and strategic plans.
The partnership with the Center will allow the group to grow under the mentorship of Center staff and professionals from Booz Allen Hamilton. SVC’s Executive Director, Mason Junior and student-rep to the Board of Visitors Rachel Bruns also joins the staff of the Mason Center for the this academic year. Paul Anderson, Director of Programs for the Mason Center, explains, "SVC models the types of initiatives the Center hopes to spur on Mason's campus and is a wonderful complement to our summer Social Innovation Program and the Center’s fee-based consulting efforts. I'm excited to work with Rachel and her team to train the next generation of social innovators while serving worthy area community organizations."

Innovations Journal Special Edition
[image: Innovations Journal Cover]A special edition of Innovations Journal has been produced in time for the 2011 Social Capital Markets (SoCap) conference.  Innovations is the premier academic journal on the topic of invention, innovation and entrepreneurship addressing global challenges.  It features cases authored by exceptional innovators; commentary and research from leading academics; and essays from globally recognized executives and political leaders. The journal is jointly hosted by the Mason Center’s partners: George Mason University's School of Public Policy, Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, and MIT's Legatum Center for Development and Entrepreneurship. We are grateful to the sponsors of this edition: The Acumen Fund, The Bohemian Foundation and The Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship.

Reserve your copy now at a 20% discount!
Nonprofit Management 101 - A Friend's Book

[image: Nonprofit Management 101]
If you are new to the nonprofit sector or looking to expand your expertise, there’s a new must-read resource. Darian Rodriguez Heyman, former Executive Director of Craigslist Foundation and regular collaborator with the Mason Center for Social Entrepreneurship, has brought together 50 of the sector’s leading experts to create the newly released,Nonprofit Managment 101. This comprehensive, useful how-to manual and resource guide features practical insights and tips and provides easy to implement solutions for organizations seeking to meet mission and maximize impact. Think of it as your compass for the social sector.
Much of the foundational information you need to launch, lead and effectively grow your nonprofit is in this landmark publication. The field guide covers the spectrum of social sector management issues including individual, corporate and foundation fundraising, earned income, social media, marketing, PR, events, board and volunteer engagement, lobbying and advocacy, and more. Contributors write in a no-nonsense, “by practitioners-for practitioners” style. The book represents the first time such a comprehensive set of topics has been addressed in one place in such a practical format. Pick up a copy!
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